








Concluding Remarks

Although the mass burial at Pacatnamu repre-
sents three temporally distinct events, common fea-
tures shared by each of the groups of skeletons
emphasize a single underlying pattern. The most
obvious feature common to all is the location in
which the bodies were deposited and the treatment
the corpses received (i.e., exposure rather than
prompt burial). The abandonment of the exposed
corpses at the northern entrance to the Huaca 1
Complex suggests that the bodies were meant to
be prominently displayed for some period of time.
Another feature common to all three groups is
some form of mutilation and dismemberment of
the bodies. In Group I this takes the form of the
removal of a particular bone; in Group II the left leg
is frequently missing; in Group III the hips are dis-
articulated. No individual in any group appears to
have been simply dispatched and tossed into the
trench; all evidence suggests some form of ritual
involving the execution and mutilation of the vic-
tims and desecration of the corpses.

There is presently no evidence to indicate
where the killing and mutilation of the victims took
place. It seems unlikely that it occurred either on
the causeway or within the trench itself. It also
seems unlikely that the victims were killed at some
distant location and later carried to the trench.
Since the bodies were deposited outside the north-
ern doorway of the Huaca 1 Complex, it is quite
possible that the execution and mutilation occurred
close to this entrance. The northern courtyard of
Huaca 1 with its two altars (Fig. 1) is an obvious
possibility, but no physical evidence has yet been
found to link the mass burial with the altars.

Although one can only speculate as to the
identity of the fourteen individuals, their age distri-
bution and sex, together with the evidence of nu-
merous old injuries on their skeletons, makes it
reasonable to assume they were war prisoners.
Iconographic depictions of the ritual mutilation
and sacrifice of war prisoners appear in both Moche
and Chimu art. The mass burial at Pacatnamu may
be the first actual evidence of such behavior found
in a well-documented archaeological context.

APPENDIX:
Summary of Traumatic Lesions Observed
on the Skeletons of the Victims

Group |

Individual 1: Two penetrating wounds to verte-
brae (T8, T10: ventral aspect of centrum); single
fractures and punched-out lesions on five ribs;
three penetrating wounds through left scapula (en-
try from ventral aspect). Left radius missing; left
ulna has fractured styloid process; left scaphoid
has multiple cut marks on proximal surface.

Individual 2: Three penetrating wounds to ver-
tebrae (T6, T7: ventral aspect of centrum; sacrum:
right sacroiliac joint from dorsal aspect); penetrat-
ing wounds and single and multiple fractures on
eight ribs; single penetrating wound through man-
ubrium. Left radius missing, left ulna has multiple
fractures of distal end.

Individual 3: Eight penetrating and glancing
wounds to vertebrae (T6, T8, T9, T11, L2: all to ven-
tral or lateral aspect of centrum); eleven ribs with
fractures or penetrating wounds; single punched-
out fracture through the left scapula (entry from
ventral aspect). Left radius missing; left ulna has
fractured styloid process and cut marks on head.
Linear depressed fracture on dorsal surface of fifth
metacarpal and proximal phalanx of left hand.

Individual 4: Eight penetrating wounds to ver-
tebrae (T1, T3, T4, T7: all to ventral or lateral
aspect of centrum); glancing blows to one rib;
eight ribs show fractures at sternal end. Two pene-
trating wounds through right scapula (entry from
ventral aspect). Left radius absent. Basal skull frac-
ture, fractured nasals, cut mark on left malar.

Group Il

Individual 5: All ribs except two (R1 and un-
identified) absent on right side; two left ribs frac-
tured. Manubrium sterni bisected. Neck vertebrae
rotated to a degree suggesting forced disarticula-
tion of intervertebral joints. Both arms missing, dis-
tal to humerus.

Individual 6: Torso and trunk largely disartic-
ulated; skull not recovered with body. Multiple rib
fractures; manubrium sterni bisected; multiple frac-
tures of right scapula; right distal humerus fractured.

Individual 7: Multiple fractured ribs; manubrium
sterni bisected; multiple cut marks on left trans-
verse process of first thoracic vertebra and first rib;
face heavily fractured; left leg missing.
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Individual 8: Transverse cut mark across ven-
tral aspect of body of sixth cervical vertebra; cut
mark on superior surface of left clavicle at sternal
end; left radius and ulna fractured at midshaft: left
leg missing.

Individual 9: Multiple skull fractures; nine frac-
tured ribs; multiple cut marks on sternal ends of
both clavicles and on ventral aspect of manubrium:;
left leg missing.

Individual 10: Decapitated. Skull, mandible,
first and second cervical vertebrae missing; third
and fourth cervical vertebrae show fractured trans-
verse and spinous processes; five ribs fractured.

Individual 11: Ten ribs (left 1-3, right 1-7) frac-
tured at neck. Left first rib shows two cut marks
lateral to fracture line on superior surface. Manu-
brium missing.

Individual 12: Most of skeleton missing. Pres-
ent: pelvis, sacrum, and right femur (articulated);
plus left femur and six vertebrae (T12, L1-5) found
disarticulated but in association. Only visible pa-
thology: multiple fractures of transverse and spi-
nous processes of several of the vertebrae.

Group Il

Individual 13: Decapitated (multiple cut marks
on C3, C4); apparent blow to left cheek fracturing
left malar, zygomatic process of left temporal,
and left upper third molar at alveolus; nasals and
nasal processes of maxillae fractured; manubrium
bisected; multiple rib fractures; both femoral heads
appear to have been disarticulated from acetabula.

Individual 14: Nasal bones and nasal processes
of maxillae fractured; manubrium sterni bisected:
multiple rib fractures; centra of T8 and L4 vertebrae
fractured in half; fractured acromion process of left
scapula; both femoral heads appear to have been
disarticulated from acetabula; right innominate frac-
tured through acetabulum and ischio-pubic ramus.

RESUMEN:
Un Entierro Masivo de Individuos
Mutilados en Pacatnamu

En 1984, se encontraron los cuerpos de catorce
adultos jovenes enterrados en el foso de la Muralla
Interior, al este de la entrada al Patio Norte de la
Huaca 1 (Fig. 1). Los cadaveres se hallaban for-
mando tres grupos y su relacion estratigrafica su-
glere que fueron depositados alli en tres ocasiones
diferentes.

Grupo |

Consiste de cuatro esqueletos (Figs. 4-6) que
muestran evidencias de multiples heridas, inclu-
yendo dos (individuos 1y 2) que estaban amarra-
dos por el tobillo (Figs. 7y 8).

Los esqueletos indican que cada uno de ellos
fue punzado de 5 a 19 veces, con un objeto punti-
agudo (Figs. 9y 10), desde distintos angulos, tanto
en el pecho como en el abdomen (Fig. 10). Esto
implicaria que mas de una persona se vi6 envuelta
en la muerte de cada uno de estos individuos.

Dos puntas de hueso, pulidas y filudas, fueron
recuperadas debajo de los individuos 1y 2 (Fig.
11); de las comparaciones de estos objetos con las
lesiones en los cadaveres, se desprende que estas
pudieron ser las armas con las que fueron muertos
(Fig. 12). Ademas, todos los miembros de este
grupo carecian del radio del brazo izquierdo (ver
Figs. 5 y 6), habiendo evidencias de corte para
extraer este hueso (Fig. 13).

Grupo Il

Ubicado 15 cms. debajo del primer grupo,
reunio ocho individuos que fueron registrados en
dos capas (Figs. 14-16). El tipo de heridas era
diferente al Grupo I, mostrando una variedad que
incluye decapitamiento, fracturas del cuello y de-
sarticulacion, entre otras (Figs. 15-17). También se
ubicaron los huesos articulados de un gallinazo
negro (Rea, este volumen).

Grupo Il

Consistié en dos esqueletos ubicados 15 cms.
debajo del Grupo Il y 10 cms. encima del piso del
foso (suelo estéril). Uno de los individuos estaba
decapitado (Figs. 18, 19) y ambos tenian los mus-
los desarticulados (Fig. 20). Un segundo esqueleto
de gallinazo negro aparecio en este nivel (Fig. 18).

Mass Burial Verano 137



Los individuos 5, 6 y 7 del Grupo Il y los dos
del Grupo Il muestran cortes en el pecho, a la
altura del manubrium, que va desde la yugular
hasta el primer espacio intercostal del lado izquier-
do (Fig. 21). Asociado a este corte, hay fractura
de costillas, que implica que luego del corte, el
pecho fue abierto a la fuerza. La Figura 22 ilustra
como se realizo este corte.

Los restos de insectos recuperados en asocia-
cion con estos cuerpos, proveen valiosa informa-
cion sobre la secuencia de deposicion y exposicion
de los cadaveres (Faulkner, este volumen), los
que habrian quedado a la intemperie por un largo
periodo de tiempo.

Caracteristicas Fisicas

Se trata de un grupo homogéneo en términos
de edad y sexo, con un promedio de 21 aiios de
edad y todos varones. Muestran buena salud, mar-
cas de musculos fuertes y esqueletos robustos.
Esto sugiere que no se trata de victimas tomadas
al azar.

Hay una alta frecuencia de heridas 6seas cura-
das, como fracturas de costillas y golpes en el
craneo (Figs. 23y 24). Si ellas pueden interpretarse
como heridas “profesionales,” entonces es proba-
ble que estos individuos fueron soldados, proba-
blemente tomados como prisioneros de guerra.

Cronologia

Una muestra de radiocarbono, da 1270 = 110
DC, que corresponderia con los fragmentos de
ceramica recuperados en el foso, asi como con el
tipo de adobes y la construccion de la Muralla
Interior (McClelland, este volumen; Donnan, Mu-
rallas, este volumen).

La iconografia Moche y Chimua, asi como las
fuentes etnohistoricas, contribuyen a pensar que
estos individuos fueron prisioneros de guerra, y
que ésta es, quiza, la primera evidencia prove-
niente de este tipo de personajes.
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